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MASTER ABSTRACT EXPRESSIONIST’S WORK ON VIEW AT UM 
MISSOULA—
An important work by Abstract Expressionist master Willem de Kooning is on display 
for public viewing at The University of Montana.
“Untitled I” will be in the lobby of the President’s Office in Main Hall until Friday,
Feb. 8.
The painting is the second de Kooning work and the sixth major art loan to the museum 
from an anonymous private collector.
De Kooning (1904-1997) was one of the greatest masters of modern American painting 
and a founder of Abstract Expressionism.
He immigrated to New York City from the Netherlands in 1926 and became involved 
with the city’s avant-garde artists. During this era marked by economic depression and world 
war, American artists were disillusioned by the failure of modern ideologies and influenced by 
the influx of European artists fleeing Nazism. They relied on their own private insights, myths 
and symbolic forms as the only valid means of expressing profound social, psychological and 
moral concerns.
Out of this philosophical struggle, the American avant-garde broke through to a total
-more-
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abstraction steeped in mythic content, synthesizing Cubism, Expressionism and Dada- 
Surrealism.
De Kooning had a long and productive life. “Untitled I ,” produced in 1979 when he 
was 75 years old, demonstrates his unwavering love and commitment to his work. The painting 
is representative of his later work, with suggested forms of a landscape fragmented and 
reassembled by his creative use of color and composition offset by lush, active brushstrokes.
The president’s office lobby is open to the public from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday, except holidays.
For more information, call the Montana Museum of Art & Culture at 406-243-2019. 
Information also is online at http://www.umt.edu/montanamuseum.
m
NOTE TO MEDIA: A digital image of this work is available upon request. Call Karen Rice, 
MM AC coordinator of programs and publications, at 406-243-2019 or e-mail 
karen. r ice@mso. umt. edu.
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